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seems curious in the will of a priest, it was provided
that if the heir at any time should be an ecclesias-
tic, he should not inherit. True to his aristocratic
prejudices, Richelieu forbade his descendants' marry,
ing those not of noble birth; saying that their wealth
would enable them to disregard questions of money
in their alliances and consider only virtue and noble
lineage.

These bequests might have been made by any
rich nobleman, but there were other provisions,
which could only have been made by Richelieu,
He selected the King as a beneficiary, and his gifts
were such as even a king might prize. He gave
to Louis XIII. the great Palais Cardinal, which thus
became the Palais Royal, and long remained a pos-
session of the royal family. To Louis he also gave
a million and a half of livres, to constitute a fund to
be used by the State in sudden emergencies. Large
sums were given to the Sorbonne. His library was
left for the use of scholars, but Richelieu made no
collections, either of books or works of art, which
could be compared with those of his successor; he
took a certain patronising interest in such things,
but he had neither the strong love for art, nor the
taste and zeal in the collection of books, paintings,
and statuary, which Mazarin imbibed from, his Ital-
ian ancestry.

No figures are given of the value of Richelieu's
estate, and it would be difficult to estimate it.    His,,
wealth was very great; few of the multi-millionaires
of this era have left estates which in purchasing
power would exceed that of Cardinal Richelieu,    Itid j he made no profit by the
